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OBSERVATIONS, @:. 


N inveſtigation into the public Revenue and 
Expenditure of the City of Edinburgh, is 
an object which ſeems long to have been deſired 
by the inhabitants at large, but which has hither- 
to remained a ſubject merely of conjecture, ariſing, 
either from ſtudied concealment on the part of the 
managers of that revenue; from no individual feel. 
ing himſelf ſufficiently intereſted in the matter to 
expoſe himſelf to their ill- will in attempting the in- 
veſtigation ; or, probably, from want of ſufficient 
powers to compel a diſcloſure. 
In canſequence, however, of ſome party diſputes 
in the Council, conſiderable light has lately been 


thrown upon this ſubject, in an addreſs to the 


Council by Tuomas Surrn, Eſq; one of the Old 
Bailies, with which he has favoured the Public. 


This addreſs has called forth an anſwer from one 


ſtyling himſelf an Orp MAcisTRATE, in which ſome 
of the ſtatements exhibited by Mr Smith are con- 
troverted, and others are, with a confiderable de- 
gree of party zeal, declared falſe, without any 
proof of their falſity being condeſcended on. 

From a peruſal of theſe publications, a few obſer- 
vations occurred to the author of the foll. ing pages, 
which, having ho dignified appellation to aſſume, 
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he truſts will not prove leſs acceptable to the Pub- 
lic, from being the production of one without a 
name capable of adding weight to his words, but 
whoſe motive for concealing his real name does not 
proceed from a wiſh to attack the private character 
of a iy individual with impunity. 

From Mr Smith's narrative we learn the follow- 
ing particulars, relative to the management of the 
affairs of the City, which ſhall be placed ſeparately, 
in order that it may be feen how far they have re- 
ceived an anſwer. 

 T1/t, That the City of Edinburgh does not keep 
books upon a mercantile principle, or from which 


the real ſituation of its affairs can at all times be 


ſeen. 

2d, That neither the preſent Chamberlain Mr 
Hay, the Lord Provoſt, Mr John Gray, nor even 
Mr Buchan, who had been 3o years Chamberlain, 
know the actual ſituation of the Town's affairs. 


3d, That the Caſh book, kept by the Chambers 


| lain, and exhibited weekly to the Council, which 
| was ſuppoſed to contain ſome ſtate of matters, was 
kept in ſuch a way as not to be intelligible, and 
that, in fact, it was not intended to be intelligible to 
the Council in general. | 

4th, That it had been agreed to by Mr Hay, 
that he ſhould inſiſt upon Mr Buchan's delivering 


over to him the effects, &c. of the City, agreeable 


to Inventary, but that that gentleman had nothing 
but Debt = Celiver over. 

th, That Mr Jackſon, after having declared his 
intention immediately to ſet on foot a reform in 
> the 


1 


tlie affairs of the City, and received promiſes of 
alliſtance in that meaſure from Mr Dalrymple and 
Mr Smith, had failed to bring forward his plans, 

in conſequence of an intimacy having taken place 

between him and Mr Hay, which latter gentleman, 

together with Mr John Gray, City-clerk, Mr Smith, 
in general, ſtates to be particularly adverſe from 

any reform in the management of the affairs of the 
City, to be unwilling to give the neceſſary expla- 

nation, and to deal in myſtery. 

After ſome profeſſions of political attachment, 
&c. to Mr Dundas, Mr Smith proceeds to put the 
following queſtions, | 

IJ, Is the City's revenue rendered as efficient 
and productive as it might be by good and pro- 
per management ?—lI anſwer, It is not, but very 
* much otherwiſe; and I pledge myſelf to prove 
the fact whenever I ſhall be called upon. | 

* 24, Is the City's expenditure rendered as ſmall, 
and conduQed with as much economy, as it 
might be? —I anſwer, It is not, but very much 
* the reverſe; and I will prove the fact whenever 
I am called upon. 

za, What is the amount of the City's ſtock ; 
and whether is it ſtationary, on the advance, or 
on the decline? No perſon connected with the 
City can anſwer the queſtion. No account of 
© ſtock has ever been formed fince Edinburgh was 
* founded; and though we may be able to come 
pretty nearly to the ſtate of the den it is yet 
a poſlible caſe, that the ſums owing, and the 
+ ſtock, might both be on the encreaſe. I fear, 
t * however, 
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however, this is not the caſe in the preſent in- 
+ ſtance.” 

He then ftates, that he has not Ana able to 
aſcertain, at any given period; the amount of the 
City's debt, but that the principal ſums owing at 
- Martinmas 1798, (which he enumerates) appear 
to amount to L. 160,828: 12: 10. Upon the arti- 
cle of Life Annuities, amounting to L. 3351: 11: 8, 
he has the following remarkable obſervation. * I 
have been unable to come at the principal ſums 
which have been received by the City for theſe 
* annuities; I know of no account of them any 
* where, except in a private book belonging to 
Mr Gray; but the debt thereby contracted can- 
not be reckoned at leſs than L. 30,000.” 

Mr Smith then puts the following queſtion : 
Is our debt encreafing or diminiſhing? I anſwer 
is is rapidly enereaſing, of which I ſhall inſtantly 
give an incontrovertible proof. I ſelect it from 
* the Chamberlain's Caſh-book, from Martinmas 
1797 to Martinmas 1798, as certified under the 
* hands of the City's Auditors. And firſt, I be- 
gin with the expenditure of that year; which 
he makes to amount to L. 26, 176: 16: 7, including 
L. 3000 paid for houſes, &c. in the Luckenbooths ; 
Which, if deducted, would leave L. 23,176 : 16: 7 
for the ordinary and regular expenditure of the 
City. The total ordinary revenue, as received be- 
tween Martinmas x 797 and Martinmas 1798, he ſtates 
as amounting to L. 15,926: 3: 6, 6-12ths, to pay 
L. 23,176: 16: 7 of ordinary expenditure, being a 
Jehicjency of about L. 7000 per annum. He then 

adds, 


„ 
adds, We received in ſaid year, for lots of ground 
ſold in York Place. L.4442: 19: 117 
* Lawnmarket communication, = 43 13 6 
Intereſt of money lent the Ale | 

"Dog. 7 6 


L. 5486 13 511 
Making, with the above Sum of 15,926 3 67% 


L. 21,412 16 1127 


Mr Smith then obſerves, The two articles above, 
of L. 4442: 19: 11 1-I2th, and L. 1000, are not 
revenue, they are only the effect of a ſpurt; but, 
* after reckoning on theſe ſums, we are L. 5000 ſhort 
of the L. 26,000, or L. 2000 ſhort of the L. 23,000. 

In ſaid year we voted L. acoo as a Voluntary 
Contribution in aid of Government, but the pay- 
* ment has not been made till this year, or we 
would, in 1798, have ſtill appeared L. 2000 worſe, 
* To aſſiſt us to pay this ſum, we had to ſell out 
* ſtock in the Edinburgh Friendly Inſurance So- 
* clety for L. 1 100. 


Mr Smith then ſhews how much our debt has 
been encreaſed, from Martinmas 1797 to Martin- 
mas 1798, being another view of it, by which the 

encreaſe 
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encreaſe of debt, excluſive of intereſt due to Bank- 


ers, amounts to —— — 1.403 4 3 


Notwithſtanding that in ſaid year we 

received the proceeds of the areas 

f "WJ 

in York Place, - -—- -- 4442 19 13 
* Intereſt on Money lent the Ale 

* Duty, - - - - Io © © 
And that the Vote in aid of Govern. ag 

ment was not paid till this year, 2000 © o 


L. 12,373 3 2 

a So that if we had not received theſe two ex- 

* traordinary ſums of L. 4442, and L. 1000, we 
* muſt have been worſe at Martinmas 1798, than 
we were at Martinmas 1797, by L. 12,373:3: 2/7 
The new debt contracted this year, (1799) Mr 
Smith ftates, as encreaſing in very nearly the ſame 
proportion, ambunting, with the purchaſe-money 
of lots of ground in Extended Royalty, received in 
1799, to about L. 7, 396: 19 :8 11-12ths; which ſum 
he afferts, has been all devoured, in the ordinary 


© expenditure of the City, except that we have 


laid out about L. 1000 of it, further in the pur. 
* chaſe of houſes in the Luckenbooths ; and what 
* ſort of an adventure that may prove, it is impoſ- 
© fible for me to ſay. The City's Caſh- account of 
L. 10,000, was very lately (including the intereſt) 
© overdrawn, and we have not wherewithal to pay 
* the tradeſmen's accounts paſſed the Council on 
the 11th curt. (Sept.) amounting to L. 3070: 
16: 5, without either waiting the receipt of the 
? povenue, or by fall farther encreaſing our debt 

* upon 


” 
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upon Chamberlain's notes, or by the ſale of life 


£ 


annuities.” 
Mr Smith then ſtates, that he could enumerate 


yarious ſources of abuſe and miſmanagement, but 
ſhould only at preſent mention one, i. e. The ar- 
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rears in the collection of the City's revenue. 
Theſe arrears, as brought forward for a great 
ength of time back, amounted at 


Martinmas 1792, to — L. 5513 7 0. 87 
— 1793. — - „ ' 23.8 
—— 1794. = - 6113 It: 25% 
. — 1795. 8 — 5876 1 5 
- 1796, (Mr Hugh Bu- 
Vina retired.) ; 6877 16 . 55 
— — 1797, (Mr Hay's firſt 
year). » „„ 
— 1798, (— ſecond year,.) 8442 5 6+; 


Making an encreate of L 1564 : 9 : O 9-12ths, du- 
ring the two years of Mr Hay's collection, and if 
this third year be in the ſame proportion, I cannot 
eſtimate the loſs to the City at leſs than L. 2000 
This is excluſive of the arrears of feu. duties in 
the New Town, or Extended Royalty. What 
theſe are, no human being can ſay ; for, ſtringe 
as it may ſeem, it is yet true, that the City has 
no rental of theſe feu-duties; hence no arrears can 
be made up. It was one of our written inſtruc- 
tions to the Chamberlain, immediately to form 
this rental, but: he has not yet begun to it : He 
laſt year collected from amongſt theſe feuers, 


L. 1845; what he ought ta have collected, had 


B proper 
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proper meaſures been taken, or what remains 
* unpaid, I know not.” 

Mr Smith concludes with noticing, * That near- 
* ly L. 2000 a-year, has (till laſt year) been paid 
out by the Chamberlain in weekly ſums to quar- 
* riers, paviors, and labourers, for the ſtreets of the 
City and other work, which has alſo been, for a 
long period of time, a ſource of much waſte of the 
public money; moſt of the City's labourers be- 
ing old men, and a ſort of half penſioners, intro. 
* duced to their employment by thoſe who have 
« intereſt with the Chamberlain, or a member of 
Council. 
_ Theſe are the leading affertions made by Bailie 
Smith in his Addreſs to the Council. The Anſwer 
by an Ord MactsTRATE, paſſing over in filence Mr 
Smith's obſervations -on the management of the 


funds of the City, proceeds to the three queſtions 
put by him, as to the revenue, expenditure, and 
ſtock of the City, whether it is ſtationary, on the 


advance, or on the ä ? wineh are thus an- 


{wered. 


« 1/4, Is the City's revenue dere as efficient 
and productive as it might be, by good and pro- 
per management? I anfwer it always was, as will 
appear from the ſtatements here given, until Sir 
James Stirling was Lord Provoſt, and Smith, Hall, 
and others Bailies. 

24, Is the City Wen zendered as ſmall, 
and conducted with as much economy as it might 
be? Lanſwer it Was, until the 9 and eabals 


© of 
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of certain Council members occaſioned the con- 
a _y 

* 3d. What is the amount of the City s ſtock, and 
* whether is it ſtationary, on the advance, or on the 
decline? Your own ſtatement, Sir, I ſhall entire- 
ly follow; and, after correcting a few errors, which, 
perhaps, your anxiety for a reform may have oc- 
* cafioned, I hope to prove, that the capital of Edin- 
© burgh is on the advance, and not on the decline. 
gut to do the labour of your calculations all juſtice, 
+ I ſhall give them the preference of being placed 
before mine, which are alſo extracted from the 
* Council Books,. though, perhaps, not in the ſame 
ingenious manner: The Public will then judge 
for themſelves, and thoſe whom curiofity ſhall 
* urge, may conſult the original ſource.” 

After inſerting Mr Smith's ſtatement of the ſums 
owing by the City at Martinmas 1798, amounting, 
as before mentioned, to L. 160,828 : 12 : 10, follows 
the OLD MacisrxATx's ſtatement of theſe ſums, 
which he terms, a ſtate of the real ſums owing by 
the City of Edinburgh at Martinmas 1798, a- 
mounting to L. 136,445 : 1. 

* The difference, ſays he, of theſe two ſtate- 
ments is, therefore, L. 24.383: 11 : 10. This ſum 
* alone, Sir, (addrefling himſelf to Mr Smith,) 
would make a tolerable fund; it would prevent 
* many a lame duck from ſinking. 

Then follows Mr Smith's ſtatement of the Ex- 
penditure of the City, from Martinmas 1797 to 
Martinmas 1598, amounting to L. 26,176 : 16: 7 of 
total expenditure, including L. 3000 paid for houſes, 

B 2 &c. 
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& c. in Luckenbooths, after deducting which, there 
remained for the ordinary and regular expendi- 
ture of the City, L. 23,176: 16:7. And, in oppo- 
ſition thereto, real ſtate of the City's Expenditure, 
amounting to L. 18,436: 6: 1 9-12ths. Alſo Mr 
Smith's ſtatement of the City's Revenue, during 
the ſame period, amounting, as before, of ordinary 
Revenue, to L. 15,926 : 3: 6 6-12ths, being a defi- 
ciency of above L. 7000 per annum upon the ordi- 
nary Expenditure ; and amounting, including the 
price of the lots in York Place, Lawnmarket com- 
munication, and intereſt of money lent the Ale 
Duty, to a total Revenue, far that year, of L. 21,412 : 
16: II 7-I2ths; and, in oppoſition thereto, real 
ſtate of the City's Revenue, amounting of total or- 
dinary Revenue to L. 22,232: 14: II 3-12ths, and, 
when comprehending the price of the lots in York 
Place, &c. making the 'Town's Revenue, in 1798, 
amount to L. 27,739: 8: 4 3-I2ths; thereby creat- 
ing a balance, for that year, in fayour of the Town, 
of L. 9303: 2: 2 8-I2ths. 

Ils this, Sir, (proceeds the or MAGISTRATE, ) 
the melancholy ſituation of the City's finances, 
* which you wiſh to repreſent?” an overplus of 
L. 9303: 2: 2 per annum, in not a long period, 
© would, of itſelf, without any ſtock at all, have 
paid off the preſent debt; but the capital of E- 


d dinburgh, happily, is ſuperior to their debt; and 


* their only intention of borrowing money, as you 
* muſt well know, is only to improve the principal, 
in the ſame manner as an honeſt banker encreaſes 
* his fortune.” 


To 
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To no other, of the many branches of City ad- 
miniſtration, touched upon by Mr Smith, is an an- 
ſwer offered by this OD MacisTRaTE, who con- 
tents himſelf, after giving this favourable, and, it is 
to be hoped, juſt ſtate of the City's finances, (tho', 


indeed, their ſelling their ſtock in the Edinburgh 


Friendly Inſurance, for the purpoſe of paying the 
Voluntary Contribution to Government, hardly 
warrants the expectation) with filling up the re- 
maining pages of his pamphlet with inſinuations a- 
gainſt the gentleman who gave riſe to the preſent 
diſcuſſion, and with ſurmiſes unfavourable to the 
motives by which he was actuated in making it. 
Theſe, with the other points extraneous to the ſub- 
ject of the City's revenue, ſhall be ſpoken to be, 
fore concluding. 

To return to the ſtate of the ſums owing by the 
City, as exhibited by Mr Smith, then one of the 
OLD BAlLIEs, and by a gentleman who ſtyles him- 
ſelf an Orp MacisrTRaATE, betwixt which, ſtrange 
to tell, there is a difference of no leſs than 
L. 24,383:11:10; it is ſingular, that every one 
of the tems which conſtitute theſe two ſtates differ, 
except the laſt, which is one of the ſmalleſt of 
the whole ; and, what is ſtill more remarkable, the 
article in which they come neareſt each other, is 
the only one in Mr Smith's ſtate which is left to 
conjecture, being the principal ſums received by 
the City for annuities, of which, he ſays, he knows 
of no account, except in a private book belong- 
ing to Mr Gray.“ This private book, if we may 
be allowed to judge from what follows, Mr Smith 

had 
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had no acceſs to; for he adds, but the debt there. 
by contracted cannot be reckoned at leſs than 
L. 30,000. Mr Gray, however, ſeems to have 
been more communicative to the Ord MacIsTRATE, 
and to have indulged him with a peep at this ar- 
ticle, which he ftates at L. 31,430, being L. 1430 
more than Mr Smith's computation. 

The difference in the ſtates of the revenue and 
expenditure of the City is equally ſtriking, Mr 
SMITH" making a deficiency of about L. 7000 a- 
year, and the Ol D MactsTRATE an overplus of 
* L. 9303: 2: 2 in the year 1798. Theſe ſtates a. 


gree in hardly a ſingle article on either ſide, and 


yet Mr Smith ſays he ſelected his * from the Cham. 
* -berlain's Caſh-book, from Martinmas 1797 to Mar- 
* tinmas 1798, as certified under the hands of the 
* City's Auditors; and the OD MacisrrateE de- 
clares, that his © are alſo extracted from the Council 
* books,” That either, or both of theſe gentlemen 
have given erroneous ſtatements is plain. But 
which of the two is moſt entitled to credit, re. 
mains to be ſettled. 

Mr Smith has come openly forward, has pledged 
himſelf to the truth of his averments, and offered 
to prove them when called upon. He appeals, in 
the courſe of his narrative, to ſeveral reſpectable 
gentlemen, Meſſrs Walter Wood, Paterſon, &c. 


aſſociated along with him in his inveſtigations in- 


to the en $ affairs, and who, therefore, muſt be 


ſuppoſed, 


This being the caſe, and there being beſides à capital, How 
comes it that the Income of the City, rendered to the Commiſ- 


Soners, is only L. 2000 ? 
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ſuppoſed, equally with him, acquainted with their 


actual ſituation. He alſo frequently alludes to 


converſations with, and to explanations required 
from, Meſſrs Jackſon, Gray, Hay, &c. who can- 
not be ſuppoſed capable of tamely ſubmitting to 
have themſelves traduced, or the Public im- 
poſed upon. | 

A gentleman, probably of the higheſt reſpec- 
tability, ſteps forward, to controvert the ſtate- 


ments, and to deny the concluſions drawn by Mr 


Smith; but, in doing ſo, he chooſes to aſſume the 
character of an OLp MacisTraTE. He aſſerts, 
that the City's revenue always was .rendered as 
efficient and productive as it might be by proper 
management, until Sir James Stirling was Lord 
Provoſt, and Smith, Hall, and others Bailies. 
That the City's expenditure was rendered as ſmall, 
and conducted with as much economy as it might, 
until the diſputes and cabals of certain Council 
members occaſioned the contrary. Of theſe aſſer- 
tions, however, he offers no proof, nor does he lay 
before the Public a ſtate of the City's revenue and 
expenditure previous to Sir James Stirling, and 
the other gentlemen he has named, coming into 
office, and previous to the diſputes and cabals of 
certain Council members, when, he alledges, 20 


miſmanagement exiſted, :in order that the Public 


might ſee the extent of the evil, or that the future 
Governors of the Gity might endeavour.to remedy 
it. He gives a very different ſtatement from Mr 
Smith of the amount of the City's ſtock ; that its 
capital is on the advance, not on the decline; and, 

| for 
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queſtionably, to be managed to the belt advantage; 
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for the truth of his ſtatements, refers thoſe whom 
curioſity ſhall urge, to the original ſource of informa. 
tion.— This, however, can by no means afford gene. 
ral ſatisfaction. A few individuals may have intereſt 
or aſſurance enough to obtain inſpection of the 
Council books, but the Public muſt ſtill remain in 
the dark; more of them inclined to believe the 
ſtatement of Mr Smith, than that of his anonymous 
opponent. Nor will there be wanting many who 
will affert, that this OLD MacisTRATER himſelf is in 
the dark, and, not being poſſeſſed of the reſearch 
of Mr Smith, is one of thoſe people who are impo- 
ſed upon by the Chamberlain's Caſh-book, and to 
whom it is not intended to be intelligible. 

It is now time to conſider the other points touch- 
ed upon by Mr Smith, and to which no anſwer 
having been made, they may, in general, be pre- 
ſumed to have at leaſt ſome foundation. It ap- 
pears in particular, plain enough, that the 00 
mode of Book-keeping 1s the one ſtill in uſe in the 
affairs of the City of Edinburgh, and it is alledged, 


that, from this reaſon, not even the late Chamber- 


lain, Mr Buchan, was acquainted with its actual 
ſituation. The preſent mode of Book-keeping has 
been adopted in this country for nearly a century, 
and, having been found to anſwer the beſt and moſt 
uſeful of purpoſes, Mr Bruce, the City Account- 


ant, is ſurely wrong in thinking, that he would be a 


bold man who would adopt it in the management 


of the affairs of the City of Edinburgh. The re- 


venue of the City is confiderable, and ought, un- 


and 
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und he would be a bold man indeed, who, entruſted 
with the affairs of any individual, to ſuch an ex- 
tent, would preſume to keep his books in the way 
preſently in uſe by the City Managers. By adopt- 
ing the new plan, the objection that the Chamber- 
lain does not know the actual ſituation of the 
Town's affairs will be done away, and, of courſe, 
too, the Chamberlain's Cath-book would become 
INTELEtGIBLE ! 

But it is ſaid; that the City has # rental of the 
feu-duties of the New Town, or Extended Royal- 
ty.—This is a very ſerious charge againſt the Cham- 
betlain, or others entruſted with the collection of 
theſe feu-· duties. A factor appointed to a minor, 
who neglects to make up a rental, and inventary of 
all his pupil's effects, is held as liable for the whole 
debts due to his pupil, Whether recovered or not. 
The City of Edinburgh may fairly be preſamed 
always to be in # fate of minority, and the ferme 
care ought to be taken of the collection of A 
eſtate. 

Throughout the whole of Mr Smith's addreſs, 
complaints are made of the concealment and my- 
ſtery practifed by Mr Gray; and, ſhortly after the 
nomination of Mr Hay to the office of Chamber- 
tain, by him alſo ; and it is ever inſinuated, that 
Mr Jackſon had been induced, by thefe gentlemen, 
to abandon his plan of reforming the abuſes in the 


management of the City's revenue. Here, in pif- 


ſing, it cannot be conceived, that any great ad- 


vantage can àcerue to the Good Town, by taking 


fach-a perſon again into the management of its af. 
C fairs, 
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fairs. This, however, naturally gives riſe to the 
tollowing obſervations. 

A Magiſtrate acts miniſterially, without fee or 
reward, for the benefit of the community. A City 
Clerk, or Chamberlain, receives a ſalary, or cer- 
tain fees for his ſervices. He, of courſe, is the ſer- 
vant of the Public, reſponſible for actings and ma- 
nagement, and bound to exert himſelf for their 
beboof. Is he not, therefore, likewiſe bound to 
give to the Magiſtrates for the time, as the repre- 


ſentatives of the Community, as, in fact, the Com- 


munity itſelf, and, of courſe, his maſter, every in- 
formation required, even ſhould it be in itſelf fii- 
volous and trifling? And, has this Clerk or Cham- 
berlain any title to counteract, or to ſet himſelf in 
oppoſition to the Magiſtrates, in their endeavours 
to correct any abuſes they may ſuppoſe to prevail? 
Or, becauſe the Clerk or Chamberlain axe to remain 
in office, probably for thirty years, and the Ma- 


. giſtrates only for ane or tu, are theſe abuſes ng- 


% to be corrected ? This, ſurely, cannot be the 
mode practiſed in the City of Edinburgh; or, if it 
be, the ſooner it is corrected the better. | 

In the courſe of the addreſs, and. of the Orp 


Mac1sTRATE'S anſwer, there is a. conſiderable 


degree of politics mixed with the City's affairs, Mr 
Smith declaring himſelf a friend to Mr Dundas's 
intereſt, and the other as. pointedly charging him 
with being not only inimical to, the intereſt of that 


Right Honourable Gentleman, but alſo to the Go- 


vernment of the Country. Whichever. of. theſe 
be the fact, we learn from Mx Smith's addreſs, that 
it 


Wn 


it is cuſtomary to fend the different leets for Ma- 
giſtrates, &c. for the City of Edinburgh, to be ap- 
proved of by Mr Dundas, thereby making him the 
Elector of his own Eleftors. A train of conduct 
moſt admirably adapted to the freedom of election, 
under our preſent happy conſtitution! 

The purity of Mr Smith's motives, in publiſhing 


the preſent addreſs, are alſo called in queſtion by 


the OLD MacisrRATE, not in the moſt. temperate 
language, and his private character is attacked, in a 
ſtyle moſt unbecoming in an anonymous writer. 

With this the author of theſe pages feels that he 
has nothing to do; and, probably, the Ol Maar. 
STRATE would have been more generally: believed to 
be well founded in his ſtatements, in other reſpects, 

had he too omitted them. The Public: cannot. be 
{ſuppoſed to know who this OLp, MaciSTRATE is.— 
Mr Smith has put his name to. his ſtatement, and 
offered to. prove it. Mr Walter Wood, one of the 
gentlemen who. go along with Mr Smith, the Pub- 
lc know well.——By his financial abilities he has. reſ- 
cued the Charity Workhouſe from ruin. The con- 
teſt between him and Mr Jackſon is not forgotten; 
when the latter was preferred, by the Town Coun- 
cit of Edinburgh, to, the office of Treaſurer, of He- 
riot's. Hoſpital, with a, conſiderable ſalary, in oppo- 
ſition to Mr Wood, who, with the ſame public ſpi- 
kit, and. from the. ſame. defire to check abuſe in the 
management of Public Inſtitutions, which have al- 
ways characteriſed. him, volunteered: his ſervices 
gratis, Had this Ol MadISTRATE wiſhed that his 
word ſhould have been taken in preference to Mr 


SMITH'S, 


1 
Suites, he ſhould have declared his name, or, if he 
did not chuie that, ſhould, at leaſt, have confined 
himſelf merely to his ſtatements of figures, without 
wantonly attacking the private charaQter of any 
gentleman, who, whatever his motives were, has 
certainly ſerved the Public by his preſent addrefs; 
to refute which, more will be required than the bare 
counter affertion of any Or MacistraTE, or of 
any individual whatever, who does not chuſe, by 
declaring his name, to meet Mr Surrgñ̃ upon even 
ground. This, it is apprehended, the Managers 
of the Gity are in duty bound to do. The Public 
have a right to know whether Mr Surrn's State of 
the City's finances be juſt. If it be not, the Ma- 
nagers of the City are, by their filence, only ſubject- 
ing its credit to unneceſſary ſuſpicion ; if it be, they 
are equally called upon to confeſs the fact, and to 
fatisfy their Conftituents that they are adopting the 
neceflary meaſures for retrieving their affairs. 

The name of the author of the foregoing pages, 
he knows, as he has already faid, to be too obſcure 
to attract the Public attention. In what he has offer- 
ed to their obſervation, he is conſcious, that he 
has carefully avoided touching upon private cha- 
rater, which, however he may keep himfexf under 
2 ſhade, he truſts he wor always preſerve facred. 
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